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Middle School Retreat in Aiken 
Join us for the New Beginnings retreat for grades 6–
8 from April 25–27 at Camp Gravatt in Aiken. This 
program focuses on the basics of Christianity with 
fun and community-building. Talks are given by 
youth and adults on subjects such as friends, family, 
peer pressure, the church, Jesus, and sharing your 
faith. Interspaced between talks are times for 
games, hanging out, and large group activities. To 
attend, please return $75 and a registration form (on 
the wooden table in the Parish Hall) by April 6. 
 
Confirmation Class to Meet 
Youth participating in the “My Faith, My Life” 
confirmation program will meet again on 
Sunday, April 20 at 12:30 pm in the Meeting Hall.  
Youth should have completed this month’s worship 
sheet as well as read the chapter on sacraments.    
 
Kids to Lead Service on May 18 
Children and Youth Sunday will be May 18 during 
the 9:00 service. Anyone ages three and up will 
have the opportunity to read the lessons for the day, 
prepare and lead the prayers, usher, set the altar, 
sing the offertory and more. Any youth who would 
like to participate should sign up on the wooden  
table in the Parish Hall and need to be able to attend 
rehearsals on Thursday evenings at 6 
p.m. Rehearsals begin April 10 and will be held 
every Thursday. (Three- and four-year-olds will 
attend rehearsals only on May 8 and 15). Please 
sign up on the wooden table in the Parish Hall. 
   

 
DISCOVERY 

Communications and Small Groups 
Vestry Representative Tim Hawkins  

 

2 Women’s Retreats Planned 
• There will be a day retreat on Saturday, 

April 12 at the church as we continue our 
look at the Mary/Martha spirits within us. 
Call the church office at 967-7470 to sign 
up. There will be a $15 cost to cover muffins 

and lunch. Scholarships are available if 
needed (call Mother Linda). 

• This year’s Body and Soul Retreat will be 
Nov. 7–9 at Kanuga. Put the date on your 
calendar, and watch this space for more 
information. The first meeting for those who 
want to help make the retreat happen will be 
Monday, April 21, at 6:30. Call Mother 
Linda if you want to be help plan this event. 

 
PrimeTimers Plan Garden Trip 
PrimeTimers will be going to Clemson for a self-
guided tour of the SC Botanical Garden, Geology 
Museum, and Discovery Center & Gallery on 
Thursday, April 17. There is no charge, but we can 
enjoy a boxed lunch picnic while we’re in the 
gardens (about $8.50 for sandwiches or chef’s 
salads), and there is a gift shop. We will meet in the 
back church parking lot at 9:00 to carpool, or you 
can meet us there about 10:00 (closing is 
4:00). Please check for directions and other info on 
our bulletin board in the Parish Hall and put your 
name(s) on the sign-up sheet posted there.  
*Are you over 50? If so, PrimeTimers might be just the social 
group you have been looking for! Join us each month for a 
unique outing! Contacts: Sharon (963-0467 or 
sharonshumaker@charter.net) or Renie (963-9631 or 
renieh@charter.net).    
 

  
HOSPITALITY 

Fellowship and Newcomers 
Vestry Representative Fred Whitmire 

 
Newcomers Invited for Dessert 
The next Dessert and Conversation for newcomers 
will be held on Friday, April 4, at Fr. Mike and 
Deb’s house.  Questions? Email Bonnie at 
Bonniemacd28@aol.com. 
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Wear Red for Pentecost Picnic 
The Pentecost picnic will be May 11 after the 11:15 
service at the pavillon. Wear red, and bring a dish to 
share. Drinks and paper products will be provided. 
Contact Nancy Matthews if you would like to help 
set up or clean up. 
 
Almost Time for Hubert’s Cafe! 

 
14th Annual 

Hubert’s Hardly-a-Café and Not Much More 
Saturday, May 3 at 6 p.m. at the Pavilion 

“Follow the Yellow Brick Road” 
 

Tickets go on sale March 30 on a first-come, first-
served assigned-seating basis, so get your tickets 
early. They are only $20 a person and include a 
five-star dinner with fabulous entertainment (this is 
the same price for the last 6 years). They will be 
available each Sunday in the narthex (a.k.a. lobby) 
before and after each service, or contact Mac 
Clarkson at 399-8187 or Michelle Brewer at 963-
3338. 
 
Got Talent? Café Needs You! 
Wanted: Creatively funny individuals or groups 
(writers available). Must be 21 or older. Experience 
not required. Act fast! Two spots only! 
 
Contact Mac Clarkson at 399-8187 or Michelle 
Brewer at 963-3338 
 
Another Parents Night Out! 
Enjoy a night out and support our youth all at one 
time on Friday, April 11 from 6-11 p.m. The youth 
group will provide babysitting, games, dinner and 
movies while you enjoy a night on the town. Cost is 
$7 per child per hour with a maximum charge of 
$50 per family. Any children staying past 9 p.m. 
should bring a pillow and a sleeping bag or blanket 
and mat. At that time, we will have the children lay 
down as they watch G-rated movies. To sign up, 
contact Kellie at 967-7470 or 
christianformation@holycrossep.org. Adult 
supervision will be provided. 
 

Interested in Being an Usher? 
We are in need of ushers for our 9:00 a.m. and 
11:15 a.m. services. Please call Danny Leone at 
864-906-2266 or email him at dleone@tsbrass.com 
if you are interested.  
 

 
HUMANITY OF CHRIST 

Outreach and Pastoral Care 
Vestry Representative Tim Hawkins 

Flower Ministry Needs Help 
The Flower Ministry is in 
need of help delivering 
altar flowers. This can be 
on a regular or semi-regular 
basis. If interested, please 
call Marcia Riesz 228-7906 
or e-mail 
mspandabear@charter.net. 

 
Time for UTO Donations is Here 
It is once again time for us to offer thanks and 
prayers as part of our life in Christ. Please take this 
opportunity to put an offering in the blue United 
Thank Offering envelopes that will be found in the 
church pews on Ingathering Day, April 6. You may 
then put them in the blue baskets as they are passed. 
Checks may be made out to UTO and noted as a 
donation on the memo line. If you will not be in 
church on April 6, donations may be mailed to the 
church office. 
 
The United Thank Offering is a program of the 
Episcopal Church, founded by and administered by 
women since 1889. UTO’s vision is to significantly 
impact the lives of women and children because of 
Christ’s love. Our ingathering is forwarded to the 
diocesan coordinator. It is then recorded and 
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forwarded to the national UTO office in New York. 
The UTO committee makes grant awards in the 
spring of each year. One hundred percent of the 
collected offering is granted. Each diocese may 
submit two requests each year. Our own diocese has 
often been the recipient of these grants. 
 
By combining the offerings, it is possible to fund 
significant projects that make a real difference in 
the work of the Episcopal Church and a real 
difference in people’s lives. For more information, 
go to www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.htm 

Soup Kitchen Coordinator 
We are still looking for someone to take over the 
soup kitchen ministry (www.projecthost.org). Four 
annual events last only about four hours each. That 
is only 16 hours a year! If you are interested, 
contact Audrey Acker at 907-1271. 
 
Parishioners Give Thanks 
for Support in Times of Need 
“There are simply not enough words in the human 
language to be able to thank everyone for all they 
have done to keep us supported—spiritually and 
materially—whether during my surgery for my hip 
replacement, when so many prayed and the church 
brought us Communion, help with gas so we could 
make it to school, and oh my word! The food! As 
we struggle towards our goals of education and 
dreams of our careers, we know that we cannot get 
there alone but only in community, together. There 
is no way ever to repay each and every one of you, 
whether we know your names or not, except that 
when called upon we will “pay it forward” and pass 
these gifts of love and blessing onto others in need. 
This kind of love comes from God; we simply pour 
it through, each to each as we care for each other in 
the Body of Christ.” 

With more thanks than we can say, ever… 
All our love 

Hannah & Cindy 

 
Parish Nurse’s Corner 

 
Making Smart Food Choices, 
Eating Well a Service to God 

Do you know that it is now more common in 
America to be overweight than to be at a healthy 
weight? Many people resolved again this year to be 
healthier. As a Christian, have you considered your 
motive for living healthier? Think about eating 
healthier as a service unto God. 

Start small and be consistent in eating healthier. 
Consider your snacking. Many of our extra calories 
come from the snacks we eat, and we frequently eat 
even when we aren’t hungry. If you are not hungry, 
skip the snack; if you are, make a smart choice. 
Smart choices can help us to eat foods that we 
usually don’t get enough of—mostly fruits and 
vegetables or low-fat dairy and whole grains.  

Also, proportion the size of your snack by: 

• Dividing the contents of one large package 
into several small bags or containers. 

• Using single serve packs. 
• Avoiding the urge to eat from the package. 

Instead, put a small portion into a bowl. 

Plan ahead to make smart choices: 

• Carry a snack bag with you. 
• Include seasonal fruits and vegetables. 
• Find healthier options for the snacks you 

crave—sweet, sour, salty, savory, crunchy, 
chewy, etc. 

• Organize a healthy snack drawer at home. 
• Keep healthy snacks in small portions at 

work. 
~Amy McGrail, parish nurse 

mmcgrail@charter.net
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April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
1st  Asa Connor 

                        Charles Whitmore 

2nd  Aaron Kelley 

4th  Stephanie Brandreth 

                        Christina Randall 

                         Ida Vaughn 

5th  Richard & Lynn Knox 

                        Betty Froman 

                         Dru Mahony 

6th  Eric Young 

7th  Dewayne & Connie Rice 

8th  Liz Cockrill 

                         Jim Perry 

10th  Betsy Lancaster 

11th  Dave Vinjamuri 

12th  Ralph Stanbury 

                         Chris Zander 

14th  Jennifer Storch 

                         Kenneth Wood 

15th  Will Keown 

                         Amanda Storch 

                         Holly Warren 

16th  George & Bonnie 
MacDonald 

     Matthew Devine 

                        Michelle Yates 

17th  Henry Clarkson 

                         Lanny Montgomery 

18th  Gowan Lancaster 

                         Elizabeth Leone 

                        Sally Limpitlaw 

20th  Chris & Linda Gubitose 

22nd  Richard Houtz 

23rd  Art & Loretta Roth 

24th  Will & Peg Mercer 

                        Jean Holz 

                         Phyllis Palmer 

                        Walt Roberts 

25th  Cathie Curry 

26th  Andrew Wilson 

27th  Aden Connor 

                        Charia Harris 

                         Rick Riggs 

29th  Will Mercer 

                        Pamm Zander 

30th  Elayne Blanco 

 

 
Births 

• Giacomo (Jack) Vass Griffin and Jeremy 
Micah James Smathers, great grandsons of 
Edie Clayton 

  
Deaths 

• Austin D. Baldwin, friend of Danny Leone 
• Jerry Pfeiffer, Kellie’s aunt’s brother 
• Jean Dixon Hughes, Jimmy Dixon’s sister 
• Elizabeth Myers, aunt of Chick Gosnell 
• Sal Postich, husband of Rose Postich and 

father of Sam Postich 
 

Baptisms 
• Zoey Gallagher, daughter of Kendall 

Gallagher (March 22) 
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FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY 

 

Leaving Church: a Memoir of Faith  
By Barbara Brown Taylor 

ISBN 0060872632 
 “Episcopal priest Taylor, a respected and beloved 
preacher, ended a 20-year career when, after 
much reflection, she left the church. She had 
expected to spend the rest of her life writing 
sermons and leading worship. Instead, she now 
teaches full time at a college in Georgia. With its 
three indicatively titled sections—‘Finding,’ 
‘Losing,’ and ‘Keeping’—Leaving Church aims to 

explain her compulsion 
to leave the familiar 
behind. When she was 
first ordained and for 
years thereafter, she 
felt certain about the 
fundamentals of her 
own faith and what it 
meant to be Christian. 
But she slowly realized 
that she was conflicted, 
internally and with the 
church, in large part 
because of church-
inclusiveness 
controversies. She 

laments that while ostensibly protecting the 
integrity of scripture and church doctrine, people 
can trample the rights of others. She discovered 
that change isn’t easy. Sometimes, even getting 
dressed in the morning seems an insurmountable 
challenge. Ultimately, Taylor’s is a luminous 
portrait of faith not lost but questioned, refound, 
and regained.” 
 
~Food for the Journey is sponsored by the Daughters of the 
King. Send an email to sharonwputman@cs.com if you have a 
book that has been a special part of your spiritual journey. 
Book information is obtained from Amazon.com. 

 

“If I am not careful, I begin to mistake the words 
on the page for the realities they describe. I can 
begin to love the dried ink marks on the page 
more than I love the encounters that give rise to 
them. If I am not careful, I can decide that I am 
really much happier reading my Bible than I am 
entering into what God is doing in my own time 
and place…. The whole purpose of the Bible, it 
seems to me, is to convince people to set the 
written word down in order to become living 
words in the world for God’s sake.” 

~Barbara Brown Taylor in Leaving Church 

The Dissident Daughters will be ordering books 
on Monday March 31. If you would like a copy of 
the above-mentioned book for $11 (or anything 
else), please email sharonwputman@cs.com by  
5 p.m. to order with free shipping. 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

April 17 

 

 

 
HOLY CROSS  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Parish Office  (864) 967-7470 
Fax   (864) 967-0393 
Mailing address  PO Box 187, Simpsonville, 29681 
Holy Cross Academy (864) 963-5986 
Pastoral Counseling  (888) 293-7585 
Church website  www.holycrossep.org 
Diocesan website  www.edusc.org 
Office   secretary@holycrossep.org 
Rector   rector@holycrossep.org 
Assistant rector  assistantrector@holycrossep.org 
Christian formation  christianformation@holycrossep.org 
Senior warden  srwarden@holycrossep.org 
Crossways  sharonwputman@cs.com 


