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GROWING PAINS

At this late age | am discovering that pain is the price we pay for growth.
It is the pain we feel when we deny ourselves the easy way out and instead
choose to take the longer, steeper road that leads to wholeness and inner
peace.

We had a conversation at breakfast the other morning where one of our
parishioners was told by a Roman Catholic: “You don’t have a crucifix in
your church.” When she insisted that we do, the RC insisted that it was not
possible. In her mind Protestants don’t use crucifixes. There is a history
here wherein the Reformers saw the veneration of relics and crucifixes as
idol worship and thus eliminated all images of Christ and saints and
“purified” the church. The colonization of the United States began with
those “Puritans” who sought to find religious freedom from the established
churches (that included the Church of England). Thus, statues of saints
and crucifixes were seen as potential idols in the Reformed church. So no,
you won’t see a crucifix in a Presbyterian or Baptist church. But for us, the
crucifix is a symbol of the real, physical, earthly pain suffered by Jesus on
the cross. It is a reminder for us that Jesus was willing to make painful
choices in order to reconcile us with God.

The bad news is that we too are going to have to make painful choices if
we will fully live into our lives as followers of Jesus. We too will have our
“crosses to bear” as the old adage goes.

| spoke with a friend before Deb left who had lived through a deployment
with her husband. She said it was the hardest thing she had ever done and
their marriage is stronger now than it has even been because of what they
have been through together.

12 step literature says, “Pain is the threshold through which we enter into a
new life.”

Holy Cross is in the process of entering into a new life and we are feeling



the pain of that process. Our Vestry is experiencing the pain of change as they let go of the day to day
operations of the church and focus on our future and our structural changes. The Program Council is
experiencing pain as they begin to grasp the size of the task in which they are involved. Our committees and
groups are experiencing pain as we struggle to find places and times to meet and the time to get it all done, plus
the pain of having multiple ministries operating simultaneously and our members having to choose between
ministries. We have been saying it for several years now and it is true — “Growing Pains” - but these are pains
that will lead us to a fuller life in Christ as the Episcopal church in the Golden Strip.

God is at work here, and we are participating in the work of God. And sometimes it is going to hurt. But our
option is to bear the pain of shrinking numbers and dollars and ministries and Spirit and fail to fulfill God’s call
for us in this place or to bear the pain of growth and confusion and change, and become what God has called us
to become — a community of faith that Makes Christ Visible wherever we are called to serve.

God's peace,
Mike+ rector@holycross
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Many of you signed up to participate in the Bible 2012 Invitation and Challenge, and some others have told me
you are reading the Bible but are on a different plan or program. I am thrilled. If you haven’t started yet, it is
never too late to begin and I’ll offer whatever encouragement you need. I delight in hearing about your journey
through scripture.

Some of what I’ve heard include these comments and questions:

“I’ve already gotten farther than I ever have before — I’'m so proud.”

“I always heard that Noah took two of every animal; | never heard that he took sever pairs of the clean
animals!”

“That story about Dinah — whoa! I have lots of questions about that one!”

“All these lists of descendants...why were they so important? Mostly I just skim through them. Is that okay?”
[Yes, that is okay!]

“I’ve heard these stories all my life, but I never knew where to find them in the Bible. Now I know that ‘Moses
and the burning bush’ is in Exodus!”

“Why did Jesus tell people not to tell others about him and what he had done?”



When you read the Bible this way, you make all kinds of discoveries. You notice things that escape you when
you hear it read in small segments on Sundays, and though we do read much of the Bible in a three year cycle
on Sundays, some parts are never read — the story of Dinah, for example.

Everyone who reads scripture has their own response to the text. Pray before reading that the Holy Spirit will
speak to you in the words of scripture. Dwell with it a while. Ask what it is saying to you today. Don’t worry
that what you hear may not be what you’ve been taught or heard preached. Listen for God’s message for you
today.

The overarching theme of the Bible is the incredible, amazing story of God’s love and God’s actions and
interactions with the people of God in making that love and grace known. As we read scripture, we seek both to
know that story and to become a part of that story.

The Bible is a story of journey — the Israelites, the disciples, the early Christians — the story of how individual
people and a people, a nation, were changed through their interactions with the God who sought them. As we
read and pray with scripture, as we study and discuss the scriptures, we can recognize our own journey with
God. We, too, will be transformed by the living God we find there and who finds us when we turn to him there.
May God bless, encourage, challenge, call, transform you, and give you hope.

Reminder — | am meeting with all interested persons in the parish hall to discuss what we are reading in
scripture on the 2nd Monday night at 6:30 (Feb 13) and on the 3rd Tuesday morning at 10:00 (Feb 21).

Blessings, Linda+ assistantrector@holycrossep.org

DISCOVERING HOLY CROSS

Our next Discovering Holy Cross will take
place on Friday evening, February 17th,
from 7 to 9 pm, and Saturday morning,
February 18th, from 9 until noon.

This is a two part class that includes instruction
in the history and beliefs of the Episcopal
Church. It is intended to increase your
knowledge and strengthen your faith. Classes
are led by Father Mike and Mother Linda.

! i Ef Throughout the class there is plenty of time for
questions and open discussion.
Anyone interested is welcome and encouraged to attend; however, it is required before confirmation or
reception by the Bishop. Please contact our church secretary, Judy White at 967-7470 for more information
and/or to sign up.
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION

CHRISTIAN FORMATION, ADULT, CHILDREN, AND YOUTH
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION — KELLIE WILSON
YOUTH@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN FORMATION — SHELLEY ALLEN
CHILDREN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

VESTRY REPRESENTATIVE — HEIDI PAYNE
CHRISTIANEDUCATION@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

PROGRAM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES:
ADULT — DRAYTON GAILLARD WHDGAILLARD@CHARTER.NET
YOUTH — KRISTIN BEAL MYSTIFLUTE@QCHARTER.NET
CHILDREN — AMY GILES AGGILES@CHARTER.NET

YOUTH LEADERS NEEDED

I hear this comment all the time, “I’ve served my time.” I don’t hear this comment because I’'m spending time
with former prisoners, though that may be an important thing to do. Rather I hear it from church members. It
doesn’t matter if I speak to an Episcopalian, a Baptist, or a Methodist. It doesn’t matter if I’'m trying to recruit
someone to serve or if I am introducing myself. As soon as people hear that I’m a youth minister or as soon as I
ask them to volunteer, they said, “I would never do that. I’ve served my time.”

I’m not really sure what people mean when they make that comment. I can only imagine that they are telling me
that they have raised their own teenagers and because of that experience they don’t want to work with teenagers
again. It is hard to imagine, though, that all of these people have served as youth leaders themselves. Perhaps
they have helped with youth group by chaperoning some events or providing food when needed. Those things
are very different than being a youth leader, though. First of all, parents have to live with teen drama, smells and
messes 24/7. Youth leaders get to send them home at night (well most nights anyway). For the most part, youth
are on their best behavior with us. We are present with them for short periods of time, sharing snippets of our
life. Youth come to us because they want to learn and they want to be with us. For some youth, youth group is
the only place they feel safe and loved all week long. Those reasons alone make being a youth leader very
different from being a parent.

Youth leaders are people who show up, listen and tell the truth. They are people willing to “be” with the youth,
listen to their stories, and truthfully connect it to God’s story. Youth leaders are companions and confidantes
who join youth on their spiritual and emotional journey from childhood into adulthood. It is a rewarding
journey. Many of the youth who I first began this journey with fourteen years ago still remain in contact with
me. Seeing them become adults, become married, become parents and even a couple to become youth leaders
has been an incredible experience.

Youth leaders do not need to be young, cool, or even on top of the latest trends. They just need to care. Over the
years, | have found that youth react and relate the best with adults who are often their grandparents’ age. I don’t
know if this is because most youth do not live near their grandparents anymore, but this age group especially
seems to be able to connect to youth.

Youth also like young adults as well because they always bring a vibrancy and energy that some of us older
leaders have lost over time.
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Whatever your age, we need youth leaders right now. We need people willing to be with our youth and to
accompany them on this journey. If you are willing to be with the youth as they do activities on Wednesday
nights, prepare for confirmation, serve our community, or learn on Sunday mornings, please let me know. Even
if you could be present with them one day a month, it would be valuable to our ministry and their lives at this
time.

If being present is not your gift, | also need people to plan activities for youth that another adult can implement.

During baptisms, we promise to support our children in their life in Christ. Would you consider supporting our
youth in an active way? Would you consider being a youth leader or a planner? If so, please contact me at 967-
7470 or youth@holycrossep.org. | would be willing to sit down with you to discuss your gifts and how they
may be used to support our youth.

Peace, Kellie Wilson
Youth Minister

FEBRUARY YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

E.D.G.E. YOUTH GROUP

Any youth in grades 6th - 12th are invited. Youth group is held Wednesday nights in
the Parish Hall from 6:30-8pm, unless otherwise specified. Dinner will be served.
For more information, please contact Kellie Wilson at 967-7470 or
youth@holycrossep.org .

February activities/topics include:

* Feb 1st: "Bill"

» Feb 8th: "You are the light of the world."

* Feb 15th: "Unless you become like a child."

 Feb 22nd: Youth will attend the Ash Wednesday service together.
* Feb 29th: Progressive dinner, off property.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

Youth in grades 6th - 12th are invited to participate in Bible lessons/discussions with Bonnie Schmidt on
Sunday mornings from 10-11am in the Meeting Hall. For more information, contact Kellie Wilson at 967-7470
or youth@holycrossep.org.

February topics will be based on "Smart Decisions."
* Feb 5th: "What if everyone's doing it?"

* Feb 12th: "Can I really hear God?"

* Feb 19th: "Isn't it my money?"

* Feb 26th: "Can't | just watch TV?"



DYLTC

Youth in grades 10-12 are invited to attend DYLTC at Camp Bob, Kanuga on February 3-5th. The event cost
is $75. The Diocesan Youth Leadership Training Conference is designed around teaching skills and developing
leadership. Workshops and speakers are selected based on the theme of the event which is developed by the
DYLTC design team. The format has varied over the years and has been structured around workshops, theme
presentations, and an event speaker. This event runs from Friday at 7:00pm through Sunday at 1pm. If you
have questions please contact Jill Swinden at 399-4492 or hswinden@peoplepc.com or Kellie Wilson at 967-
7470 or youth@holycrossep.org.

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 5th at all services. While the weather is getting colder and

we are warm at home, some people are homeless and without basic necessities. The youth and DOK will be
conducting a blanket, children’s underwear (new only, please), and shoe drive for the homeless in Greenville
County in conjunction with our Souper Bowl Collection. These items may be dropped off at the Souper Bowl
table in the Narthex or monetary donations may be placed in the Souper Bowl Soup Pots immediately following
Sunday services on February 5th.

For more information, contact Kellie at 967-7470 or youth@holycrossep.org . Youth and DOK members who
would like to help with the collection should contact Skye Rogers at 646-472-4751 or skyblue1218@aol.com.

YOUTH SKI TRIP
The youth ski trip will take place February 10-12th at Lake Junaluska for youth in grades 6th-12th. Contact
Jill Swinden with questions at hswinden@peoplepc.com or text/call her at 864-399-4492.

PANCAKE SUPPER
On Tuesday, February 21st, youth will host their annual pancake supper to help raise
money for their June Mission trip. Pancakes will be served in the Parish Hall from 6-
8pm (youth will work in shifts between 4:30-9pm).

MISSION TRIP MEETING - MANDATORY!
A meeting for 2012 mission trip participants will be held in the Reception Hall on Sunday,
February 19th from 12:30-2:30pm.

SPRINGS AND MAGNOLIA MANOR
On Sunday, February 26th @12:30, youth will visit and sing at the Springs and Magnolia Manor.

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH BY VISITING GREAT CLIPS!

Great Clips at the corner of Hwy 14 and Main St. supports our youth. When you go to Great Clips and
mention our youth group, you receive a $1 discount AND our youth group gets $1. It's a Great deal for a
Great haircut! For more information, contact Kellie at 967-7470 or youth@holycrossep.org.

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH BY SHOPPING AT BILO

Bi-Lo Boostersplus cards are now available on the credenza in the narthex. Take one card to your local Bi-Lo
store (even if you have done this in the past, please get a card because a new card needs to be scanned each
year). The store needs to scan the card one time and then every time you use your regular Bi-Lo card for the
next year, the youth group will receive a donation from Bi-Lo. For more information, contact Kellie at 967-
7470 or youth@holycrossep.org.
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VESTRY WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

Thank you to everyone who attended our Annual Meeting on January 21 and cast your votes for our new Vestry
members. | am pleased to welcome Dave Geisler, Dionne Sandiford and Michelle Brewer as new members, in
addition to Jim Thompson who has served in an appointed role since early 2011. These four members will make
an outstanding addition to our Vestry and I am looking forward to working with each of them.

Immediately following the Annual Meeting, the Vestry elected myself as Senior Warden, Greg Farley as Junior
Warden, and in a newly created position — Judy Wortkoetter as Program Council Representative. Based on the
new bylaws for the Program Council, we decided to designate one person from the Vestry as the Chair of the
Program Council and who will serve as the primary liaison between the Program Council and the Vestry.

At our January Vestry meeting, we reviewed a new policy for reserving the Pavilion and other meeting spaces
throughout the church campus. We are also looking to create a policy and procedure form for exterior signs to
promote church activities to the general public. Both of these initiatives are still in committee and will be
discussed again at the February business meeting, which will be held in conjunction with the retreat. Our next
Master Plan committee meeting is February 1st at 5:30 pm.

Our Vestry retreat will be held February 24-26 and | look forward to working with the new Vestry to create our
“What’s Important Now’ goals for 2012 that we will report back to you in the March newsletter.

| would like to thank Jerry Shafetz and Marcia Jones who rotated off Vestry at the Annual Meeting for their
years of service. Knowing both Jerry and Marcia, they will continue to be very active in HC ministries.

A reminder to all that any HC member may attend our business meetings, held on the 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 7 pm.

I look forward to serving as your Senior Warden again this year, and | thank the Vestry for their faith and trust
in giving me this opportunity.

In Christ’s Name,
Sarah Swartz, Senior Warden
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HUMANITY OF CHRIST

OUTREACH AND PASTORAL CARE

JUDY WORTKOETTER OUTREACH@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

MARCIA JONES PASTORALCARE@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

PROGRAM REPRESENTATIVES:
OUTREACH — AUDREY ACKER AACKERGCI@YAHOO.COM
PASTORAL CARE — MARCIA RIESZ MSPANDABEAR@CHARTER.NET

LENTEN SUPPERS

Starting at 6 pm on February 29, simple soup and salad suppers will be served
prior to the Wednesday Lenten studies for a suggested nominal donation. If
interested, please check the appropriate column on the sign-up sheet for the
studies/suppers. Hope to see you there!

)

(t
WANTED!! One or two individuals or groups to plan, prepare, serve, & clean up (((
for two soup & salad suppers preceding the March Wednesday evening Lenten
studies. All paper products will be supplied and reimbursement is available for receipted
expenses. To volunteer or for more information, please call Barbara Rephann at 349-16609.

Barbara Rephann
Hospitality

WOMEN TO WOMEN EVENT - MAMA MIA !

Women to Women Outreach will be hosting an Italian dinner on Feb. 10,
2012 at 7pm at Holy Cross.

Come and enjoy some lItalian food, wine and fellowship. Bring a date, a
friend or a group. Sign up sheets will be available.

“Women to Women,

We’ll need volunteers to bring main dishes, salads and garlic bread. Beer
and wine permitted. Also bring your appetite and a donation to help with
the Haiti project.
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DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THIS MINISTRY?

Do you know what the Vestry does? The Vestry, which is elected by the church membership, is responsible for
the financial and temporal matters of Holy Cross. It oversees the budget process to ensure that the church is
fiscally sound and it creates and adopts church policy. Recently, the Vestry transformed from day-to-day doers
to long range planners as the Program Council evolved over the last several years to help the Vestry function
more efficiently. The Vestry meets twice a month with one meeting as a spiritual meeting and the other as a
business meeting.

MEET THE SENIOR WARDEN

Sarah Swartz is the Senior Warden. She is responsible for the administrative
functions of the Vestry, working closely with Father Mike, the Rector, to
develop meeting agendas, etc. and she works to ensure good communication
with church staff.

Sarah's goals this past year have been to have organized, efficient meetings
and to maintain regular communication with all Vestry members between
meetings.

Sarah was elected to a 3 year term on the Vestry in 2009 and served as Senior Warden for 2011.

Additionally, she serves as a Lector/Eucharistic Minister and has been involved in planning the Pumpkin Patch
and Oyster Roast fund raisers for the last couple of years. She is also a member of the church's Good News
Book Club.

Sarah works as the Director of Business Development at the Carolina Center for Behavioral Health in Greer.
Her home state is Massachusetts and she moved to South Carolina in 1996 and has lived in the Golden Strip
area since 2001. She lives in Fountain Hill with her dog Lady.

Sarah grew up as a Catholic and was received into the Episcopal Church in 2007 after her spiritual journey that
began at Holy Cross. She says, "Holy Cross has become like family to me, and | am grateful to have many close
friends within our 'healing' church community."

Sarah enjoys spending time with family and friends. She exercises regularly and has recently taken up 'hot yoga'
She started attending 8 AM services but over the years has been drawn to the contemporary music at the 11:15
AM service.

Sarah can be reached at e-mail swartz815@gmail.com
Lucy Ackerman, contributor

Are there other ministries at Holy Cross that you would like to know more
about? Are you involved ministries at Holy Cross that other Holy Cross

members may not kKnow about? Let us know! Send information or questions to
kwhitmir@hotmail.com
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

1st

2nd

3rd

4th
5th

7th

8th

9th
10th

11th

Susanne Whiddon
Leola Wood

Martha Batten
Camden Frasier
Ennis & Susanne Whiddon
Matt Devine
Jax Kennedy

Norma Perry

Janie Decker

Jerry & Kerry Kelley
McKenzie Boyd
Jerry Kelley

Cody Allen

Leslie Clayton

Frank Kravarik
David Whitt, Jr.
Shelley Allen
Richard Holford
Barry Mayfield
Lizzie Berry

Luke Houtz

Richard Kirby
Reggie & Holly Warren
Leslie Donahue

12th  Leslie Boyd
Toi Eubanks
Tammy Gillespie
Smitty Smith
Suzanne Storch-Whitt
13th  George MacDonald
Alexandra Moore
Terry Schofield
14th ~ Tom Lanford
Jack Rogers
15th  Rick Whitmire
17th  Bob Shumaker
18th  Anne Brown
19th  Bob & Sharon Shumaker
22nd  Roy LImpitlaw
Rick Muller
Heidi Postich
23rd  Paul Trebing
24th Bob Greenwell
26th  Roger Clark
27th  Robby Wareing
28th  Frank Glover
29th Kevin Prince

Births: Liam James Thompson, son of Jim &
Lianne Thompson and grandson of Charles &
Kathy Cobb.

Deaths: Irene Raboni, mother of Cheryl Guarino;
Bill Graham father of Cameron Vivanco

O, gracious and ever living God, look mercifully upon
these your servants as they celebrate the anniversary of
their marriages. Grant them your blessing, and assist them
with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love
they may honor and keep their promises and vows; through
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

If you would like birthday/anniversary to appear here,
contact us at secretary@holycrossep.org or 967-7470.
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FOOD FOR THE
JOURNEY

A Reverence for Life
by Albert Schweitzer

Schweitzer
is celebrated
around the
world as a

By having a reverence for
life, we enter into a spiritual

European relation with the world By
pioneer of practicing reverence for life
medical we become good, deep, and
service in alive.

Africa, a

groundbreak

ing

philosopher and musical scholar, and a
catalyst of environmental and peace
activism. Yet people most revere
Schweitzer for his dedication to serving
others and his profound and influential
ethic of reverence for life. For Schweitzer,
reverence for life was not a theory or a
philosophy but a discovery—a recognition
that the capacity to experience and act on
a reverence for all life is a fundamental
part of human nature, a characteristic
that sets human beings apart from the
rest of the natural world.

Send an email to kwhitmir@hotmail.com if you have a book,
music, or movie that has been a special part of your spiritual
journey. Book information is obtained from Amazon.com

HoLY CROSS LIBRARY NEwS

Do you have a spare?

The Library is in need of a comfy chair, small table
and table or floor lamp. If you have any of these
items and would like to donate them to the Church
Library please contact Kathy Cobb at 293-6688.

We are receiving donations on a regular basis so
stop by, browse and borrow a book. We’re sure you
can find an interesting subject.

REMINDER: please use the AMAZON link on
Library page at www.holycrossep.org. We receive a
portion of the sales placed through this link which
in turn helps support the library.

HOLY CROSS
CONTACT
INFORMATION

Items for newsletter: newsletter@holycrossep.org
Bulletin announcements: secretary@holycrossep.org
Parish office (864) 967-7470

Fax (864) 967-0393

Mailing address PO Box 187, Simpsonville, 29681
Holy Cross Academy (864) 963-5986

Pastoral counseling (888) 293-7585

Church website www. holycrossep.org

Diocesan website www.edusc.org

Office secretary@holycrossep.org
Rector rector@holycrossep.org
Assistant rector assistantrector@holycrossep.org
Youth ministry youth@holycrossep.org

Children’s ministry children@holycrossep.org

Senior warden srwarden@holycrossep.org
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