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go directly to the EDGE Youth Ministry.  Please 
invite your friends, coworkers and neighbors to 
come out and support us!   
 

 
DISCOVERY 

Communications and Small Groups 
Vestry Reps – Lee Brewer  
and Carolyn throneberry  

 

Holy Cross Forms 
Weight Control Group 
All who are interested are invited to come to the 
formation meeting on Jan. 10 at 7:00 in the Parish 
Hall. Contact Mother Linda if you have questions. 
 
New Bible Study Beginning 
The primary Gospel used during this liturgical year 
is Matthew.  If you would like an in-depth study of 
the book, this bible study is for you. The Matthew 

study is 
a 14-
session 
Kerygma 
study, 
meeting 
on the 
followin
g 
Mondays 

from 10 a.m. until noon: Jan 14, 21, 28; Feb 4; Mar 
31; Apr 7, 14, 21; May 5, 12, and 19.  The final 
three sessions will be scheduled by the group. 
 
Books for those who have signed up have been 
ordered, but this is not a closed group.  If you would 
like to participate, you may order your own book 
from Kerygma and join us. 
 
PrimeTimers Planning for 2008 
Our organizational meeting for 2008 will be at 6:00 
on Friday Jan. 25 in the Parish Hall. Please bring 
your suggestions for activities. Dinner will be 
provided along with coffee, tea and water. Wine or 

beer is permitted. Anyone who feels the desire to 
bring a dessert will be greatly appreciated. Please be 
sure to sign up on our bulletin board so we’ll 
know how much food to order. 
 
*Are you over 50? If so, PrimeTimers might be just the social 
group you have been looking for! Join us each month for a 
unique outing! Contacts: Sharon (963-0467 or 
sharonshumaker@charter.net) or Renie (963-9631 or 
renieh@charter.net).    
 
 

 

  
HOSPITALITY 

Fellowship and Newcomers 
Vestry Reps – Ande Zander  

and Gordon White 

 

 
16th Chili Cook-off Jan. 19th 
When plumbers start migrating here from 
surrounding states, you know it’s time for our 
annual Chili Cook-off!  It’s our 16th, and it’s on 
Saturday, Jan. 19 at about 6 p.m. after the Annual 
Meeting. We’ll have “trophies” in three categories: 
Hot & Spicy and Tame & Mild are decided by 
celebrity judges. (Actually, the new Vestry 
members are the judges.  If they pass this test of 
fire, they can maybe handle the Vestry.). You, the 
peons, will vote for the People’s Choice award. 
 
We also need folks who want to make cornbread or 
a cooling dessert. 
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If you can bring a crock pot o’ chili or make 
cornbread or dessert, please use the sign-up sheet in 
the parish hall. Contact Dennis DeFrancesco at 228-
9299 or defran1@aol.com with any questions.   
 
Give your chili an especially stupid or goofy name, 
and please bring your cuisine to Kitchen Stadium 
(the “Parish Hall” on all other days) by 5:45.   
 
Last year, Tom Jones won the Toilet Plunger trophy 
in the Hot category with “Thatsa Spicy Meataball”; 
Ennis Whiddon won the Tame division with “Thy 
Kingdom Come,” and Dan Keene won the People’s 
Choice with “Down the Hatch and Out the Chute.”  
 
By the way, you don’t have to bring anything to 
attend. We always have more than enough food, so 
just bring your titanium spoon and appetite, and 
we’ll take it from there. We often have some 
vegetarian entries, so there’s something for 
everyone. 
 
Go wild and wear something with a “chili-theme” if 
you can. This is a fun event that grew out of Hubert 
Clarkson’s wonderful sense of fellowship, and we 
always have a crazy time. (Let’s see… packed 
Parish Hall, everyone eating chili ... NO OPEN 
FLAMES, please.) 
 
New to Holy Cross? 
Holy Cross 101is for you! 
Holy Cross 101 is for any members or visitors who 
want to know more about Holy Cross and the 
Episcopal Church. Anyone desiring to be confirmed 
or received at Holy Cross is expected to attend a 
Holy Cross 101 event. Our next session will be held 
on Friday, Jan. 11 from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. and on 
Saturday, Jan. 12 from 9 a.m. until noon. Please 
plan to attend both sessions. Call the church office 
at 967-7470 to reserve your space. 

 

 
HUMANITY OF CHRIST 

Outreach and Pastoral Care 
Vestry Reps – Audrey Acker  

and Carolyn throneberry 

Millennium Development Goals 
and the Counting Prayer 
I worshiped recently at St. Paul’s Chapel across 
from Ground Zero in NYC.  This prayer—“The 
world now has the means to end extreme poverty; 
we pray we will have the will”—was offered during 
that Sunday morning Eucharist, as it is at every 
service there. The inaugural prayer was offered on 
9/23/07 by Jon Denn and what he inaugurated was a 
“Billion Prayer March.” His goal is to involve as 
many people as possible in praying this prayer as 
well as in taking action for the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  You can 
check the current count and read more at 
http://www.countingprayers.org/home.  
 
The MDGs, agreed to in 2000 by 188 nations of the 
UN (including the United States), are: 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger  
2. Achieve universal primary education  
3. Promote gender equality and empower women  
4. Reduce child mortality  
5. Improve maternal health  
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other 

diseases  
7. Ensure environmental sustainability  
8. Develop a global partnership for development  

For more information, follow the link on our web 
page to the Diocese of Upper SC or go directly to 
www.edusc.org/ and click on the MDG link. 
What can we do? Pray. Learn about the MDGs and 
the needs on which they are based. Get involved.  

Linda+ 
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January 
Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 

 

1st  Linda Clark 

                        Michael Fulton 

2nd  Gary Dicer 

                        Daniel Leone 

6th  Bill Wais  

7th  Becky Hamor 

                        Mary Houtz 

                        Mark McGrail, Jr. 

                        Michele Hawkins 

8th  Greg Farley 

                        Laura Mahony 

9th  Aziz & Louise Tajuddin 

Monte Drinan 

                        Jonathan Lisi 

10th  Michelle Marchant 

11th  Amy Greenwell 

                        Connie Rice 

                        Sue Whitmire 

13th  Delmas Allen 

                        Matthew Gilmour 

                        Patsy Gove 

                        Ryan Strickland 

14th  Michelle Brewer 

                        Kimberly Fields 

15th  RJ & Carolyn Brown  

           John & Jane Mize 

16th  Nancy Matthews 

17th  Paul Gunter 

            Mary Larsen 

18th  Amy Murdock 

19th  Jackie Darrington 

            Pam Garrett 

20th  Jill Swinden 

21st  Dana Cleary 

22nd  Elinor Wicks 

23rd  Sara Bassett 

            Bill Berry 

            Angela Henderson 

            Dick Humphrey 

24th  Abby Goodis 

25th  Stacy Darrah 

            Beth Monahan 

26th  Megan Flanagan 

27th  Karen Wareing 

28th  Roy & Sally Limpitlaw 

 

 

 
Deaths 

Douglas Allen Cooley (father of Donna Whitmire); 
Matt Agee (relative of Lisa White); Eleanor Police 
(grandmother of Sherri Mosher) 
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FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY 

 

Return of the Prodigal Son: 

A Story of Homecoming 

By Henri Nouwen 

ISBN 0385473079 

 
 “The Return of 
the Prodigal 
Son: a Story of 
Homecoming is 
a spiritual 
adventure story. 
A chance 
encounter with a 
poster depicting 
a detail of 
Rembrandt’s 
The Return of 
the Prodigal Son 
set in motion a 
chain of events 
that enabled 

Nouwen to redefine and claim his vocation late in 
his life. In this book, which interweaves elements 
of art history, memoir, and self-help, Nouwen 
brings the parable to life with empathic analyses 
of each character. Nouwen’s absorption in the 
story (and the painting) is so complete that the 
father’s challenge to love the son, and the son’s 
challenge to receive that love, become Nouwen’s 
own. Nouwen’s writing is so clear and his tone is 
so appealingly frank and humble that readers—no 
matter how far from home—will find hope for 
themselves in the prodigal peace Nouwen 
ultimately achieves.” 
 
~Food for the Journey is sponsored by the Daughters of the 
King. Send an email to sharonwputman@cs.com if you have a 
book that has been a special part of your spiritual journey. 
Book information is obtained from Amazon.com. 

 
 
 
“God has never pulled back his arms, never 
withheld his blessing, never stopped considering 
his son the Beloved One. But the Father couldn’t 
compel his son to stay home. He couldn’t force 
his love on the Beloved. He had to let him go in 
freedom, even though he knew the pain it would 
cause both his son and himself. It was love itself 
that prevented him from keeping his son home at 
all cost. It was love itself that allowed him to let 
his son find his own life, even with the risk of 
losing it.” 

~Henri Nouwen 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
January 24 

 

 

 
HOLY CROSS  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Parish Office  (864) 967-7470 
Fax   (864) 967-0393 
Mailing address  PO Box 187, Simpsonville, 29681 
Holy Cross Academy (864) 963-5986 
Pastoral Counseling  (888) 293-7585 
Church website  www.holycrossep.org 
Diocesan website  www.edusc.org 
Office   secretary@holycrossep.org 
Rector   rector@holycrossep.org 
Assistant rector  assistantrector@holycrossep.org 
Christian formation  christianformation@holycrossep.org 
Senior warden  srwarden@holycrossep.org 
Crossways  sharonwputman@cs.com 


